MARLBOROUGH
She was, indeed, though she could not know it, in an
interval between two deadly wars. The conflict of Tories
and Whigs raged at a furious height; and to this bitter feud
was added the burning constitutional issue in which both
parties co-operated, and from which the modern polity of
England was to emerge. Beyond all was the national danger
by which, late but surely, all other passions would be over-
ridden. There were therefore three separate tensions, each
simultaneously reacting upon the other.
England came out of the war with an army of eighty-seven
thousand regular soldiers. The King considered that thirty
thousand men and a large additional number of officers was
the least that would guarantee the public safety and interest.
His Ministers, ia contact with Parliament, did not dare
propose more than ten thousand, and the House of
Commons would only vote seven thousand. Sunderland,
with his record, felt himself in no condition to face such
a storm. He had ventured to emerge into open power
as Lord Chamberlain. He deemed it expedient to retire
again behind the scenes; and the King could not persuade
him to remain. He understood the forces at work
better than his master. The Navy underwent a less severe
compression. The picture is complicated by a considerable
garrison which all admitted must be kept in Ireland, by
two thousand men in the West Indies, and by three thousand
marines borne as sailors, though actually infantry. A new
Parliament only reiterated more stridently the demands of
its predecessor. Its Members had vowed on the hustings
that they would cut the expenses to the bone and break up
the standing army. They ingeminated economy. The reduc-
tions were carried out in the most brutal manner, the war-
bitten veterans and the Huguenot refugees who had fought
so well being summarily flung on the streets and treated as
rogues and vagabonds on the first provocation. The process
was only tempered by the half-pay granted to the officers as
a retaining fee, and delayed by the inability of Parliament to
pay the arrears due to the men before discharge. An orgy of
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